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MOHAMMEDAN VIEW OF THE MACEDONIAN 
PROBLEM. 



BY MUHAMMAD BARAKATULLAH. 



I. 

The Eastern question is an old question which appears from 
time to time in new guises. During a large portion of the last 
thirteen centuries, the Muslims, equipped with light and learn- 
ing, did achieve great victories over the Christians, and they re- 
mained triumphant till the time of the Renaissance, when West- 
em Europe suddenl}'^ awoke from the deep slumber of ignorance 
and lethargy. On the other hand, the Islamic unity having been 
impaired about the middle of the thirteenth century by the in- 
vasion of the Mongol hordes who deluged Asia with human blood, 
the Islamic countries have been ever since continually moving 
downward on an inclined plane. 

The slow progress maintained in the process of pulling down 
the once lofty and now crumbling edifice of the Ottoman Empire, 
is due to the conflicting interests of the great Powers of Europe. 
The geographical position of Constantinople is such that the pos- 
session of it by a great Power with a strong navy would upset the 
balance of power in the Continent of Europe. If the Eussian 
Eagle were allowed to float over the battlements of the Bos- 
phorus, the very existence of Austria-Hungary would be in danger, 
the Balkan principalities would cease to exist, and the Mediter- 
ranean would be transformed into a Russian lake. In that case, 
the position would become untenable, even for Germany and Eng- 
land. Hence Russia is biding her time and patiently waiting for 
the psychological moment ; when the long expected final crash of 
the Dual Monarchy occurs, she will pounce upon her long coveted 
prey. Meanwhile, other forces are let loose, which are operating 
effectively, and keeping Turkey and the principalities of the 
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Balkan Peninsula in a state of turmoil, so that they may not be- 
come powerful and may drag along a precarious existence. In 
order that the American public, which is clamoring for the adop- 
tion of swift measures for wiping out Turkish dominion from the 
map of the globe, should understand the real situation, it seems 
necessary that a short description should be given of certain forces 
which are hard at work at that southeastern corner of the Con- 
tinent and which are responsible for these periodical explosions. 
Eeligion and diplomacy, on the one hand, and economic and 
political forces, on the other, are contributing their share to the 
disintegration of the Ottoman Empire. 

Islam as a religious institution is cosmopolitan, and its polity 
was originally democratic; but, when its democracy was upset 
by the imperialist Omayyad caliphs, the missionary character of 
Islam was also neglected. Nay, in the time of some of the Omay- 
yad caliphs, the Christians and the Jews were forbidden to be- 
come Muslims. This was carried to such an extent that the 
Caliph Omar-bin Abdul Aziz wrote to his governor rebuking him 
for doing so. His governor replied that, if these people were al- 
lowed to become Muslims, there wojild be a considerable loss of 
taxes. To which Omar replied thus : " Let them become Mus- 
lims, in spite of the loss of revenue; for Mohammed was sent as 
a guide to the right path, and was not sent as a collector of 
revenue." Similarly, the Turks, when they established their 
empire in Europe, never thought of organizing a missionary in- 
stitution to convert their non-Muslim subjects to Islam. On the 
contrary, they allowed the conquered nationalities to preserve 
their religion, their language, their property and all their goods, 
granting them, besides, the privilege of directing at their pleasure 
the afEairs of their community, of organizing as seemed good to 
them their schools, over which the Turkish government never 
exercised any control. Moreover, the Sublime Porte, by an 
anomaly, granted more liberty and greater means of instruction 
to the Christian races than it allowed to Muslims. This state of 
things continued to exist till the eighteenth century, during 
which Europe made strides in the path of progress and became 
organized, while Turkey remained all the while stationary. 
Meanwhile, the Eoman Catholic Church, having lost England and 
some Continental countries through the Eeformation, had inaugu- 
rated missionary enterprises in Asia and Africa, in order to make 
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up for its loss in Europe. Later on, the Protestant and other 
churches followed the Roman suit, and organized their own mis- 
sions, too. They all found a good field in the Turkish Empire, 
since the birthplace of Christ and Christianity was in the hands of 
the Turks. Naturally, the Christian races of Turkey, having 
studied their national histories, literatures and their respective 
languages, and having been imbued with seditious sentiments 
through the influence of foreign missionaries, were filled with 
separatist ideas, aspired to independence, formed secret societies, 
intrigued with the Christians of the Continent, and brought anew 
to prominence the question of the Cross versus the Crescent. 
Consequently, Russia, France and England assumed the r61e of 
protectors of the Christians in the East, and religion began to 
serve the purpose of a screen for political and diplomatic games. 

II. 

There is no spot on the face of the earth where diplomacy, re- 
gardless of all ethical and religious obligations, plays such a fast 
and loose game as it does in Constantinople. Men of great 
knowledge and ability, who represent great Powers, do not hesi- 
tate to act without scruple, if they can achieve a diplomatic point. 
Each Embassy at Constantinople, with a heavy purse of secret- 
service money at its disposal, is a centre of peculiar activities. 
These great diplomats of Europe, although each pulling the 
strings to his own country's advantage, are agreed on one thing, 
that whenever the Turkish government introduces a measure 
which is calculated to promote the welfare of the Empire, they 
must manage to stop it, whether by persuasion or by threat. In 
the old days of the Grand Turk, it was customary to ask for con- 
cessions as a favor from the Padishah; but now, when the Turk 
has become weak, those ancient stipulations have become as the 
law of the Medes and Persians that can never be altered. For 
example, the fiscal arrangements of Turkey require to be reorgan- 
ized to help the trade and industries of the country ; but Turkey 
can do nothing in that direction, because the European govern- 
ments are opposed to any kind of alteration in her fiscal arrange- 
ments. The whole Continent of Europe has adopted protection, 
but Turkey is obliged to remain, practically, a free-trading coun- 
try, and to keep an open door for the products of the whole world. 
It was not long ago that the government of the Sultan wanted to 



742 THE NORTE AMERICAN REVIEW. 

change the duty on foreign goods from eight per cent, to eleven per 
cent, ad valorem, but it was prevented from doing so, because of 
the unanimous opposition of the Ambassadors of the great Powers. 
This policy of obstruction on the part of the Continental Powers 
has ruined the industries of the Ottoman Empire, and is keeping 
Turkey perpetually verging on the border of bankruptcy. In 
short, European diplomacy at Constantinople is ever busy in en- 
croaching upon the sovereignty of the Turkish government, by 
acquiring new concessions and by putting obstacles in the way of 
improvement and reform, and, at the same time, it employs itself 
in denouncing the maladministration of Turkey. Diplomacy, 
which has become a scientific art and one of the most honorable 
professions in our times, has two phases; one is exposed to the 
gaze of mankind, and is sublimity and charm itself; the other is 
concealed from the public view, and is the embodiment of mean- 
ness and ugliness ; just as the teeth of an elephant that are visible, 
are different from those that are used in chewing the fodder. 

III. 
At no time in the history of the past did capitalists hold indi- 
viduals and nations in the hollow of their hands so completely 
as they do now. The concentration of huge masses of wealth 
within a few narrow circles, has not only enabled the hoarders of 
money to exploit the laboring classes, but it has also endowed 
them with power to enslave communities, annex territories and 
dominate the world. The governments of the great Powers have 
to humor them to win their favor, while little kingdoms and re- 
publics are never done dancing attendance upon them. A revolu- 
tion, whether in the South- American republics or in the Balkan 
states, is a harvest time for the capitalists, when they can strike 
hard bargains and tighten the rope of their control upon the neck 
of the finances of the indebted country. The constant strain on 
the resources of Turkey caused by ceaseless wars, insurrections 
and rebellions, has plunged her, head and shoulders, into debt. 
Every exigency, as it arises, compels Turkey to borrow more 
money and grant greater concessions. The mobilization of troops 
and the quelling of risings in her dominions are telling severely 
on her resources; and the nerves of her financial system are get- 
ting shattered thereby day after day. Movements, like the present 
revolt in Macedonia, not infrequently receive countenance from 
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financial agencies, which often act as auxiliaries to political 
aggrandizement on the part of European Powers. In short, the 
game so successfully played by British capital in Egypt is repeated 
with no less success upon Turkey, with the avowed object of re- 
ducing the Sultan into another Khedive under the protection of 
united Europe, so long as the actual division of the Ottoman 
Empire is not deemed advisable. 

IV. 

The political game of which the Ottoman Empire has been for 
a century and is, at present, a chessboard, is an extremely compli- 
cated affair. Every great Power in Europe takes part in the game. 
Eussia, England, Austria and France have been playing for some 
time the prominent role, and of late years Germany has been 
added to the number. Whenever it suits any of these Powers to 
let loose the dogs of feud in the Turkish Empire, in order to 
divert the attention of the public from a certain point which it is 
the object of that Power to achieve, it only requires that a signal 
be made, and the rest of the work is done by revolutionary socie- 
ties. Thus, a rebellion of the Armenians of Sassoon in 1894 was 
used to secure a short lease of life to the Eosebery Government, 
after the defeat of the Irish Home-Eule bill, by diverting the at- 
tention of the British public from home affairs to foreign affairs. 
But it was a sad experiment, for dangerous passions were excited 
which did not subside for over three years, and in their peculiar 
course of development resulted in real bloodshed in Anatolia and 
Constantinople in 1895 and 1896, respectively. The object aimed 
at was twofold : to retain office with an insignificant majority, and, 
by appointing a Joint commission of inquiry into the Sassoon 
affair, to raise a wall of autonomous Armenia against the onward 
policy of Eussia into the valley of the Euphrates. But Prince 
Labanoff, then minister of foreign affairs in Eussia, proved to be 
more than a match for Lord Eosebery, and his successor, Lord 
Salisbury ; he announced " Hands off," gave an ugly rebuff to 
British statesmanship and alienated Turkey forever from her so- 
called traditional ally, England, which was ruining her under the 
guise of a friend. Immense was the disappointment of the Ar- 
menians, who were first urged on to rebellion by the British pulpit, 
platform and press, and then ignominiously betrayed at the criti- 
cal moment. Then England took her revenge upon Turkey, by 
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fomenting trouble in the island of Crete and encouraging the 
Greeks to land soldiers there, which resulted in the- Graeco-Turk- 
ish war of 1897, and in the final separation of the island from the 
Ottoman Empire. Moreover, England, thus keeping the Sultan — 
the Suzerain of Egypt — busy, and also keeping the European Con- 
cert engaged in blockading Crete, had an easy task on the White 
Nile and conquered the Egyptian Soudan. Meanwhile, Austria 
got an opportunity to blackmail Turkey over a trifling incident 
at Mersina, and by the threat of bombarding Smyrna exacted a 
large sum of money from the Greek indemnity and inflicted 
humiliation upon a Turkish official, simply to mar the effect of the 
victories of the Ottoman troops on the battle-fields of Thessaly. 
Later on. Prance also acted in similar fashion on behalf of some 
Turkish subjects who had become French citizens by naturaliza- 
tion, and made the question of the quay at Stamboul a pretext 
for doing so. Thus, the work of crippling the finances of the 
Turkish Empire and paralyzing her government is going on re- 
lentlessly, year in and year out; and the present revolt in Mace- 
donia is, as pointed out above, a part of the programme. 

V. 

These formidable forces working together might baffle the wit 
«f any government, great or small, and fill the men at the helm of 
aifairs with apprehension that would make life unbearable. But 
the case is different with the present Turkish regime. Surrounded 
by enemies on all sides, the Sultan and his advisers, after the 
fashion of the ostrich, simply ignore the presence of any danger 
at all, scandalously neglect the defences of the Empire, and 
studiously pursue the most retrogressive policy imaginable. The 
whole authority is centred in the person of the Sultan Abdul 
Hamid, who directs the government of the vast Empire from 
within the precincts of the Yildiz Kiosk. He is surrounded by a 
camarilla which is in the pay of foreign Powers, and keeps him 
ignorant of the real state of things within the country and with- 
out. The ministers of the Sultan, to begin with, are not the best 
specimens of the Turkish race, and on the other hand they hold 
portfolios which carry no authority with them. This concentra- 
tion of the administrative authority in one individual, there is 
no doubt, has exposed the country to the intrigues of foreign na- 
tions, and encouraged the secret societies to carry on a revolu- 
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tionary propaganda within tlie Empire. In fact, there never has 
been a government in Turkey that was so accommodating to 
foreign intrigues and so inviting to rebellion within its own do- 
minions. The dishonest men around the Sultan, unfortunately, 
have no regard either for the welfare of the country or for his 
throne. It is a matter of common knowledge in Constantinople 
that, at the critical moment before the declaration of war with 
Greece in 1897, the information in regard to the gravity of the 
situation sent by Edhem Pasha, the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Ottoman troops at Elassona, was withheld from the knowledge of 
the Sultan by the palace clique, which was hand in glove with the 
Prime Minister of Greece; and it was with difficulty that the 
Minister of War brought the matter to the notice of His Majesty. 
Similarly, at the beginning of the present rebellion in Macedonia, 
when General Chevket Pasha, the commander of the flying column 
in the vilayet of Adrianople and Inspector-General of the Bul- 
garian frontier, observing the crimes committed by the insurgents 
all over the vilayet, sent information to Constantinople and asked 
for instructions, he received only vain and absurd replies. Final- 
ly, when he reported the seriousness of the situation, and pointed 
out the remedy from a military point of view, he was exiled to 
Aleppo, for Tah-sin Pasha or Izzet Pasha, as it is said, represent- 
ed him to the Sultan as a " pronunciamiento general." Had 
Chevket Pasha's advice been accepted and the rebellion put down 
at its commencement, the Sultan would not have been obliged to 
mobilize 400,000 troops in Macedonia. 

When the Sultan Abdul Hamid came to the throne, twenty- 
seven years ago, Turkey had a powerful fleet, up to date, then; 
but the present regime has left it to the mercy of barnacles, all 
these years, to rot in the harbors of the Bosphorus. So, to-day, 
the same mighty war-ships which were once the pride of the Otto- 
man Empire have become utterly worthless, and have acquired the 
appropriate name of " the lame ducks," while the Turkish mari- 
time provinces are deprived of the means of naval defence. There- 
fore, it has come to pass that the Black Sea is teeming with the 
finest Eussian war-ships, while the Turkish fleet does not exist. 

The position of the Muslims in Turkey is really pitiable in the 
extreme. They are, so to speak, between the devil and the deep 
sea. Their own unsympathetic government rides roughshod over 
them, while the whole of Christendom looks upon them as brutes 
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incarnate. No more chivalrous and dignified people can be found 
on the face of the earth than the Turkish Muslims. They are 
God-fearing and law-abiding people. To an ordinary Muslim, his 
religion is a part of his life, and he believes that he is responsible 
for his deeds to his Creator. The atrocities that are, through 
political bias, attributed to him, are things that he would simply 
never do. The Muslims of Turkey know, to their chagrin, that 
the whole Christian world is hostile to them on the ground of 
difEerence of religion, and that, if they were to make a revolution 
to upset this iniquitous regime, the European Powers would find 
in it an excuse to intervene and destroy the independence of their 
country. For, when in 1876 the reform party succeeded in estab- 
lishing a constitutional government, Eussia immediately declared 
war against Turkey. So they are resignedly waiting for better 
times, believing that the Sultan and his corrupt courtiers are not 
immortal beings. It is also a fact that the present administration 
of Turkey, tyrannical as it is to the Muslims, religiously avoids 
the oppression of either the Christians or the Jews of the country, 
because these have foreign missionary friends at home and other 
sympathizers abroad, who can make the welkin ring with their 
grievances. Of course, when a rebellion by Christians actually 
takes place, then the Turkish government is obliged to suppress 
it with a heavy hand. 

These are the circumstances and causes that are looming up 
large on the horizon of the Ottoman Empire, and tending concur- 
rently to the one end, that is, the disappearance of the Turkish 
rule from Europe. The most potent of these causes is the im- 
potency of the Turkish government to ward off dangers. Nay, 
the present policy of the Turkish government seems, to an impar- 
tial observer, to be one which is materially helping on its own de- 
struction. The serio-comic remark made by a Turkish Ambassa- 
dor, to the amusement of his diplomatic colleagues, who were de- 
scribing the strength of their own respective countries, was never 
so true as it is to-day. The Ambassador said: "Gentlemen, you 
are speaking of the strength of your countries ; but I tell you that 
my country is the strongest of all, for it has been more than a cen- 
tury that the Turkish government has been trying to destroy 
itself, and it has not succeeded yet." It is humiliating for a Mus- 
lim to admit it, but this has been true of the Turkish government 
for the last quarter of a century. 
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VI. 
There is a medley of race interests in Macedonia. The small 
races, such as the Wallachians, Roumanians and other remnants 
scattered over the country, may be left out of account, for their 
influence is inconsiderable. The Turks, Bulgarians, Greeks, Ser- 
vians and Albanians are the rival races. The Turks, who are the 
ruling race, do not form more than one-sixth of the population of 
Macedonia. But the Bulgarians are more numerous than other 
races, and they consequently excite the animosity and jealousy of 
the Servians, Greeks and Albanians. Macedonia is, says a writer, 
a realm of rival propaganda, easy conversions of faith, and rapid 
transfers of nationality. The Austrians are conducting from 
Novi Bazar an active propaganda among the Albanians, to win 
their friendship, and are operating to a considerable extent 
through the Eoman Catholic Church. The Servians are at work 
in the same way among the Bulgarians and other races. The 
Servians know that their fate will be sealed and that they will be 
hemmed in, if Macedonia is annexed to Bulgaria. The Greeks 
hate the Turks less than they do the Bulgarians. They know 
that the Turks, if they remain in Europe for years or generations, 
will never make another aggressive movement, but must remain 
on the defensive. But, with Macedonia controlled by the Bul- 
garians, the Greeks cannot hope to increase their power. Of all 
these movements in Macedonia, that of the Bulgarian element has 
been most active, under the leadership of Boris Sarafoff, a Bul- 
garian by descent. His revolutionary committee has been sowing 
the seeds of rebellion against Turkey in Macedonia, during these 
last ten years, with great success. Sarafoil and his committee 
have been smuggling arms and dynamite from Bulgaria into 
Macedonia for some time past, and preparing for a determined 
revolt. This revolutionary movement has the thorough sympathy 
of the Bulgarians. It has its headquarters and has long been 
managed in Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria. The tactics of Sara- 
foff and his revolutionary bands are very simple. They march 
through the length and breadth of the country with rapine and 
plunder, burning Turkish and Greek villages, murdering men, 
women and children, and committing all sorts of atrocities, in the 
hope of goading the Turks to inflict dire vengeance in the form of 
reprisals. They have carried destruction and death into the towns 
and villages which are inhabited by the Greeks and Wallachs, and 
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destroyed twenty Turkish villages and much government prop- 
erty. And when reprisals occur on the part of the Turks, then 
Sarafoff and his committee send out harrowing accounts of the 
Turkish barbarity to the European press, in order to gain the 
sympathy of the Christian world, and also money to prolong the 
struggle. Their object in prolonging the struggle is to force Bul- 
garia to wage war against Turkey, and thus compel Europe to 
allow Bulgaria to have control over Macedonia, as it did practi- 
cally allow the Greek influence to prevail in the isle of Crete after 
the Graeco-Turkish war in 1897, by appointing Prince George of 
Greece as the Governor of the island. 

But all this speculation on the part of the Macedonians and 
Bulgarians is like building a castle in the air. The only Power 
that would be glad to see Bulgaria annex Macedonia and, having 
access to the Mediterranean, become a powerful buffer-state south 
of Bussia, is England. It would be even more agreeable to Brit- 
ish statesmanship to embroil Russia and Turkey in war, on the 
present Macedonian embroglio. This possibility — ^whieh is very 
remote — of the roar of cannon and the clash of arms between 
Kussia and Turkey, England would have tried to bring into 
reality under the pretext of humanitarianism, just now, as she 
succeeded in doing in 1877, had the concentration camps in South 
Africa not exposed the hoUowness of her shibboleths. The non- 
conformist press in England, which is so loud in its denunciation 
of the Turks and enunciation of the modes of vengeance to be in- 
flicted upon them by proxy, cannot deceive any of the great Powers 
of Europe at this late hour of the day. There is, perhaps, but 
slight possibility of Bulgaria's being misled by the sophisticated 
radical press of England, which is inciting her to commit suicide. 
The views of the Austrian and German governments, on this sub- 
ject, leave nothing to be desired in the way of frankness. They 
have warned Bulgaria, and other principalities, to the effect that 
the aspiration of territorial extension on the part of the Balkan 
states would never be tolerated by Austria and Germany. Ger- 
many has great financial interests in the Ottoman Empire, and 
therefore it is to her advantage that Turkey should not become 
bankrupt. Germany is playing a leading part, at present, in 
Balkan and Danubian affairs, though unostentatiously. As re- 
gards Russia, she would be the last to allow the annexation of 
Macedonia by Bulgaria. That would practically mean the un- 
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doing of what she has been strenuously doing in the Balkan penin- 
sula, through panslavonic propaganda, for over half a century. 
Her sacrifices of money and men in the last Eusso-Turkish war, 
were not incurred to make Bulgaria or any other Balkan princi- 
pality so powerful as to be antagonistic to her imperial interests. 
Although Eussia is not going to concede to Bulgaria any terri- 
torial extension, still the present conflagration in Macedonia and 
excitement in Bulgaria are standing her in good stead, in respect 
of her policy in the Far Bast, where she is massing troops and 
fortifying her position, while men's minds are occupied with the 
thoughts of the possible incalculable dangers that may suddenly 
spring upon them any moment in the Near East. 

This vexed problem of Macedonia may be solved in one of 
three ways. The first, which would be the least evil of all for 
Turkey, is that she should suppress the present rebellion in Mace- 
donia within a reasonable period, without coming into collision 
with Bulgaria or any other Power. In this case, she would be 
obliged only to introduce, in that vilayet, certain reforms which 
are presented to her by Austria and Eussia. The second, which 
would be disastrous alike to Turkey and the other small princi- 
palities there, is that Turkey and Bulgaria should choose to fight. 
This would be, perhaps, the last straw on the back of the camel, 
politically and financially, as far as Turkey and the Balkan states 
are concerned. Both parties would come out of the war shattered 
in military prowess and financial resources. Then it would be the 
opportunity of Austria and Eussia to divide the Balkan states 
and European Tiirkey among themselves, and keep the Sultan at 
Constantinople as a mere figure-head, shorn of all the authority 
which he has proved so utterly unfit to wield. The reserved atti- 
tude of the great Powers during the present crisis indicates their 
expectancy of such an eventuality. The visit of the German Em- 
peror to Vienna, shortly followed by that of the Czar, is por- 
tentous of great events. The third possibility, which is a mere 
pious wish on the part of those who would like to see Turkey re- 
vive, is that she should, with all possible haste, extricate herself 
from this trouble, bring all the small principalities into line, form 
a confederation on defensive lines, and turn over a new leaf in the 
administration of the country, in developing the resources of the 
Empire, in protecting home industries, and in establishing a new 
era of light and learning, and of prosperity and amity among her 
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subjects, without distinction of creed and race. This is not a 
sheerly chimerical idea, as it might appear to the ordinary thinker 
to be. Such a step would not be outside the pale of practical 
politics, if the man at the head of affairs at the Golden Horn were 
a real statesman. This one step would change the whole course 
of history in Europe and Asia, notwithstanding the obstacles and 
intrigues mentioned in the beginning of this article. For common- 
sense and a proper instinct of self-preservation ought to suggest 
to the war-lord of the imperial Ottoman hosts, the wisdom of 
grouping around him all the smaller states that have been carved 
out of his dominions; with their united strength, they could 
simply defy all their enemies, for in the present condition of Eu- 
rope, social and economic, no government could dare to commence 
a war in which it was not absolutely certain of success; and no 
European Power single-handed could face such a Power as Turkey 
and the Balkan states combined. 

But, alas ! the Sultan Abdul Hamid and his satellites are not 
the men to whom such an idea could ever appeal. The infatua- 
tion of the man fills one with amazement. No man ever had such 
golden opportunities of attaching the three hundred millions of 
Muslims to his throne, and thereby becoming one of the greatest 
sovereigns on the face of the earth, as he had when he ascended 
the proud throne of the Ottoman Turks, and no man ever let slip 
such opportunities, without taking the slightest advantage of 
them, as he has done during these last twenty-five years. It is 
through his incapacity that one of the most glorious religions, 
established by the most illustrious among the prophets, is held up 
to ridicule to-day by a godless world of infidelity. It is through 
his ineptitude that the Muslims, who are honest, sober and digni- 
fied people, are represented with impunity throughout the civil- 
ized world as barbarians and savages. If the Sultan could only 
make peace with his own subjects and act according to the 
dictates of common-sense, he would find his position considerably 
strengthened, and many difiiculties which are of his own creation 
would disappear. It seems ordained, however, that Abdul Hamid 
II. is to see the end of the Ottoman Empire as it was when he re- 
ceived it — to see it destroyed by his own hand. 

Muhammad Barakattjliah. 



